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To:  Senator Phil Berger, Cochair, Legislative Research Commission 
  Representative Thom Tillis, Cochair, Legislative Research Commission 
  Senator Tom Apodaca, Legislative Research Commission 
  Representative Tim Moore, Legislative Research Commission 
From: O. Walker Reagan, Director, Research Division 
Date: September 14, 2011 
Re:  Legislative Research Commission - Process and Procedure 
 
The Legislative Research Commission (LRC) is a statutory body created by the General 
Assembly to "make or cause to be made such studies of and investigations into governmental 
agencies and institutions and matters of public policy as will aid the General Assembly in 
performing its duties in the most efficient and effective manner."  The topics to be studied are 
those authorized by the General Assembly, by either house individually, or by the LRC 
cochairmen.  The LRC is directed to report to the General Assembly the results of the studies.  
These reports may be accompanied by recommendations. 
 
The LRC is composed of 12 legislators.  The President Pro Tempore of the Senate (PPT) and the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives (Speaker) are ex officio members and serve as 
cochairs.  The PPT and the Speaker each appoint five legislators from their respective chambers.  
The term of office for LRC members begins upon appointment and terminates on January 15 of 
the next odd-numbered year.  The first meeting is called by the PPT.  In the past, by LRC rule, 
the Speaker presides in odd-numbered years and the PPT presides in even-numbered year.  
Eight members constitute a quorum. 
 
At its first meeting, the LRC has historically adopted rules for its operation, adopted10 topic areas 
("Groupings") to be studied, assigned studies to the Groupings, assigned one LRC member to 
each Grouping (the "LRC member in charge"), referred some studies to other interim committees 
or agencies, and adopted a budget.  The Groupings in 1995 were:  Budget and Revenue, Civil 
and Criminal Law, Education and Energy Conservation, Election Laws Reform, Environment, 
Family and Juveniles Law, Insurance Laws and Financial Institutions, Labor and Personnel, 
Property Issues, and Regulation.  One or more specific studies would be assigned to each 
Grouping. The Speaker and the PPT would appoint legislators to committees to conduct the 
authorized studies.  Also in 1995, the LRC authorized two additional study committees; the State 
Government Reorganization and Privatization Committee and the Executive Budget Act Revision 
Committee.   
 
Prior to the Short Session or the next Long Session, some or all of the committees would adopt 
reports, including recommended legislation, that were then transmitted to the LRC for 
consideration.  The LRC could accept the transmittal with whatever modifications the LRC 
deemed appropriate.  The LRC then transmitted the reports to the General Assembly for its 
consideration.  The LRC rules specifically provided that these transmittals did not constitute 
endorsements of the recommendations.  Under the adjournment resolutions governing eligible 
bills for the Short Session, bills recommended by the LRC were eligible for consideration. 


